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been said that he cultivated the Mayor and Alder-
men of Bath with such success that they presented
him with yet another fifteen guineas. But of this,
in itself highly improbable, instance of municipal
benefaction, the archives of the city yield no proof.
At least Mr. Scott gave him access to Nash's papers,
and with these he seems to have betaken himself
back to London.

It is a heart-rending delusion and a cruel snare
to be paid for your work before you accomplish it.
As soon as once your work is finished you ought to
be promptly paid; but to receive your lucre one
minute before it is due, is to tempt Providence to
make a Micawber of you. Goldsmith, of course,
without any temptation being needed, was the very
ideal Micawber of letters, and the result of paying
him beforehand was that he had, simply, to be
popped into the mill by force, and the copy ground
out of him. It is evident that in the case of the
first edition of the Life of Beau Nash, the grinding
process was too mercifully applied, and the book
when it appeared was short measure. It has no
dedication, no " advertisement/' and very few notes,
while it actually omits many of the best stories.
The wise bibliophile, therefore, will eschew it, and
will try to get the second edition issued a few weeks
later in the same year, which Newbery evidently
insisted that Goldsmith should send out to the
public in proper order.

Goldsmith treats Nash with very much the same
sort of indulgent and apologetic sympathy with which
the late M. Barbey d'Aurevilly treats BrummelL
He does not affect to think that the world calls for